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become the parents of three children: Gustave, aged five; Elsie Helen, aged three years; and
Henry P., aged four months.

Mr. Ode is a stock-holder in the Nordness Creamery Company and the Union Produce
Company of Ossian, and his ability is widely recognized in business circles. He is a devout
member of the Lutheran church and gives his allegiance to the republican party, being
eminently progressive and public-spirited in matters of citizenship. His entire life has been
spent in Springfield township, where he is widely recognized and favorably known.

BENJAMIN E. JEWELL.

Benjamin E. Jewell needs no introduction to the readers of the history of Winneshiek
county for his name has been an honored one in this section of the state since early times and
he himself'is today one of the progressive and substantial agriculturists of Decorah township.
He owns and operates four hundred and forty acres of land on section 6, a property which his
well directed efforts have made productive and profitable.

Mr. Jewell was born in Ohio on the ist of February, 1850, and is a son of Jacob and Emily
(Headington) Jewell, natives of Ohio, who came to Winneshiek county, lowa, in i860, the
father purchasing land in Decorah township. He bought an unimproved tract which he at
once set about clearing and developing, adding to his holdings from time to time until he
owned twelve hundred acres, one of the most extensive tracts in this section of the state. For
the remainder of his life he gave practically all of his attention to the improvement of his farm
and his activities had an important effect upon the agricultural upbuilding of the community.
He died in 1909 and is survived by his wife, who resides upon the homestead, having reached
the age of eighty-seven years.

In the acquirement of an education Benjamin E. Jewell attended public school in Ohio
and when he was ten years of age accompanied his parents to lowa, completing his studies in
the district schools of Winneshiek county, where the family settled. In his childhood he
assisted with the operation of the homestead and for many years after laying aside his books
remained with his parents. When he was thirty-five years of age he took up his residence upon
a farm of one-hundred and sixty acres on section 6, Decorah township, land which he had
purchased some years before, and this he set about clearing and improving. He later bought
more land and upon the death of his father inherited an additional one hundred and twenty
acres. He now owns four hundred and forty acres of fine land lying on section 6, Decorah
township, and upon this he carries on general farming and stock-raising, success steadily
attending his well directed labors. Upon his property he has made substantial improvements
in buildings and equipment and has neglected nothing that would add to its attractive
appearance, the farm being today one of the best agricultural properties in this part of the
state.

In September, 1885, Mr. Jewell married Miss Kate Elliott, a daughter of John and Kate
Elliott, natives of Ireland, who came to Winneshiek county in



